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Contingent Staff - 2002

Contingent Commander

Sqn Ldr Julia Leigh RAFVR(T)

RAF Section Commander

Flt Lt Tim Ash RAFVR(T)

RAF Section Officers

Wg Cdr Peter Wallace RAFVR(T)

Plt Off Garry Sheppard RAFVR(T)

Army Section Commander

Capt Robert Megit

Army Section Officers

Maj Iain Scott

2nd Lt Michael Moore

2nd Lt Diane Sillitoe

Contingent Administration Staff

SSI Jenny Glazier

Mr Anthony Turtle

Miss Julie Powell

Contingent Quartermaster

WO1 (Retd) Max Scard

Our thanks to:

The Staff of William Parker and Helenswood Schools for their continued support and assistance

William Parker School

Combined Cadet Force

Biennial Review 2002

Inspecting Officer

Air Commodore JP Chitty OBE MA BSc(Eng) FRAeS ACGI RAF

Commandant Air Cadets, RAF Cranwell

Order of Events

1345
Arrival of the Inspecting Officer

1350
Formal Inspection of Cadets on Parade

1420
Cadet Leadership Display by RAF Section

1435
Drill Display by Army Section Cadets

1450
Display of Classroom Lessons by RAF Section Cadets

1505
"Bunker Bust" by Army Section Cadets

1530 Final Parade

1600 Debrief for Headmaster, Contingent Commander and

 
Inspecting Officer – Refreshments for Guests

1615
Buffet for Inspecting Officer, Staff and Guests

(All times are approximate and subject to change)

Contingent Activities 2000-2002

Our adventurous training took place at Chickerall Barracks on the outskirts of Weymouth this year. We spent a week there during the Easter holiday and had the added bonus of good weather. Cadets had the opportunity to try a range of activities including climbing and abseiling, kayaking, walking in the Lulworth Cove and Durdle Door area as well as swimming and bowling. The highlight of the trip was the high ropes course where cadets transformed themselves into trapeze artists and achieved feats that they would never have believed they were capable of. This was the first chance to experience these activities for many of the group after the cancellation of our trip the previous year owing to the foot and mouth outbreak.

We continue to be well represented in many Hastings Town activities. Cadets always make themselves available for Hastings Week as well as annual services such as those for the Battle of Britain and the Royal Artillery Association and this year saw a tremendous turn out for the Parade held to Commemorate the Queen Mother. This weekend has seen cadets at the Remembrance Parade in Alexandra Park, the Festival of Remembrance at the White Rock theatre as well as the two assemblies held at the school.

The NCO Cadres which take place at Napier Barracks, Folkestone, provide good training for those wishing to be considered for promotion. The days are long and hard and the cadets test their confidence and endurance in the various activities but they feel very proud of themselves by the end of the course. Congratulations to those who have completed the course.

We look forward to extending our horizons in the near future and aim to be able to take the cadets to the Ypres region of Belgium. We would also wish to visit our twin town of Oudennarde to visit the friends we made when we hosted a group from the town earlier this year. They had never seen activities like the ones they took part in when they spent the evening with us and they thought our students were very lucky to have the opportunities provided by the Cadet Organisation.

Army Section Training

During the last 12 months the Army Section has moved from strength to strength, despite the large numbers of cadets that have passed out of the unit through normal completion. New recruits have joined in great numbers this term, nearly bringing us back to our full complement of 60 cadets. Whilst a lot of hard work has been carried out by the section staff to facilitate this, it is the cadet’s own enthusiasm and drive that has provided much of the motivating force.

As a section, the staff has undergone a massive level of training throughout the year to enable the cadets to access a greater range of activities. Between the Army officers we now hold qualifications including First Aid training and assessing, kayaking (level 4 coach), life guard, mountain leadership, and range conducting certificate. This has allowed us to run weekly miniature ranges at the local TA centre and undergo a level of additional training that has not previously been possible. The Army cadets have been on weekend activities once a month, on average, in addition to the weeklong activities such as adventurous training and summer camp. 

From the cadet side the section has been greatly assisted by the promotion of Sgt Ruffer to the rank of S/Sgt (TSM). His military knowledge and ability to organise has provided the new recruits with an excellent role model. When he leaves at the end of this year to join the Army he will be greatly missed. Our other NCO’s have worked very well with the large influx of recruits and have shown huge reserves of patience, particularly during the drill lessons.

The increased training has started to take effect with large numbers of the cadets reaching marksman status on the No. 8 rifle and a few on the L98. Our numbers of first aid trained cadets have increased again, and we hope to emulate last year’s success in reaching the national finals in the School’s First Aid competition. The amount of time needed to train the newer cadets has hindered the gaining of advanced proficiency certificates for the senior cadets but despite this, four of the section achieved the gold star during summer camp.

While STANTA was not an immediate choice for a summer camp, the level of organisation provided by the CTT staff running the week was exceptional and resulted in the cadets having one of the best camps in recent years. The cadets favourite event was the OBUA (Operating in built up areas) day which saw them gaining basic entry skills by learning the use of rope and grapnel and the positioning of explosive charges. They then had to proceed to clear the house of opposing forces. By the end of the week the cadets had managed to give a good account of themselves at all the activities offered and even managed to win the march and shoot competition against all the other schools` cadet units on the camp. At the cadets request we will try to return to STANTA as soon as possible for another camp.  

While difficult to predict the future, we aim to try to recruit at the same rate as at present and hence increase the size of the section beyond the established strength. The cadets are already discussing the formation of a squadron structure, and the setting up of troop activities including social events. With more range courses and AT instructor certificates booked, next year looks to be even better.
RAF Section Training

The RAF Section has continued to enjoy success with a large number of cadets making progress in their subject knowledge and, more importantly, in teamwork and leadership skills.

There has been healthy recruitment into the section and we now have a very strong team of cadets in Years 9 and 10 who are showing great promise as future NCO’s. They work extremely hard and are always willing to attend extra activities and events.

We were fortunate in being allocated two separate summer camps this year and this went some way to compensate for the lack of places the previous year. The first was to RAF Halton and we were able to visit the “Recruit Training School” and see what is involved in basic training. Although we have cadets who are quite experienced in disciplines such as drill, everyone felt that they had benefited from the experience. Other activities involved teamwork and leadership where are contingent excelled, particularly in the raft building and the low ropes course.

The second camp was at RAF Honington where we had the opportunity to see what the RAF Regiment do. The programme was very well organised and the accommodation provided a rare opportunity to experience life in a bunker which is capable of withstanding a nuclear, biological or chemical attack. There was very little space and it resembled a submarine but this added to the overall enjoyment. It is difficult to pick out the highlight of the week but the 24 hour exercise and the visit to the Rapier Squadron were special. The camp will be remembered as the best the cadets have ever been to.

Many of the cadets have shown that they are developing well in their shooting skills. We entered the Assegai Shooting Competition for the first time and although the results were at the lower end of the scale, it proved to be a worthwhile event. Individuals were pleased with their success with several gaining first and second class and others gaining marksman which was pleasing.

We entered a team into the regional heats of the ground training competition that is held each year at RAF Uxbridge. We always include a full range of ages within the team and are pleased with the results they achieve especially when you compare the ages of other teams who only enter sixth formers. The sense of pride in being selected for the team is a pleasure to see.

Flying is proving to be as popular as ever. The Cadets love the Grob Tutor and are adept at flying aerobatics but we do not have the opportunity to go as often as we would like owing to the distance we have to travel to RAF Wyton in Cambridgeshire. Our Gliding venue is nearer at RAF Kenley, and eight cadets were successful in gaining their Gliding Initial Certificate earlier this year.

We have seen a good pass rate in the proficiency exams which the cadets take. Both the p2 and p3 levels are challenging and require a good deal of study which we aim to complete during the dark winter months so that we can enjoy the outdoor activities during the summer. Many have completed first aid courses as part of their specialist training and we are grateful to Roger Burton for taking them through the “Young Lifesaver” or “Young Lifesaver Plus” awards from the St. John Ambulance Brigade.

Individual cadets have been selected for National courses and opportunities and have been very successful. The most notable have been

· The Stafford Leadership Course ( Cpl Michael Leigh, Cpl Luke Hopkins and Cpl Alison Reid)

· The Pilot Navigation Scholarship ( FS Philip Cheshire)

· Gliding Scholarship ( Sgt Michael Leigh and Cpl Daniel Smith)

· Overseas Flight to RAF Akrotiri in Cyprus ( Sgt Tom James)

We are certain that we will continue to send Cadets on these courses as they provide such wonderful training, and the section benefits greatly from the skills learned by these young people.

We are delighted to welcome Pilot Officer Garry Sheppard into the section. He has experience as a cadet and as an Adult Warrant Officer in the ATC and, more recently, has spent a lot of time in expedition training and assessing for the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme. This can only extend the range of opportunities available to the cadets.

The CCF at William Parker School

The history of Cadets at the school dates back to 1941 when 796 Squadron of the Air Training Corps was founded, in March of that year, following the evacuation of Hastings Grammar School pupils to St Alban's.

On 18 December 1950, 796 Squadron ceased to exist and the Hastings Grammar School Contingent of the Combined Cadet Force came into being with Basic and RAF Sections.  The first Parade was held on 11 January 1951.

In 1983 while under the command of Major AJ Bruce, TD, RA the contingent divided into two sections - the Army Section Badged to the Royal Engineers and the RAF Section.

In 1998, the Army section Re-badged to the Queen's Royal Hussars.  Unfortunately, we have, as yet been unable to pursue our links with the Regiment as they were posted overseas at about the same time as we changed our affiliation.

The Contingent still works with the Cadets to provide training which will be of future benefit in both military and civilian life.

